OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRISTIANS;
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It is very important to remember what God requires of us in our dealings with those who have, by faith, genuinely died with Christ, and been raised to a new life in him with a whole new nature, which is created in the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. Jesus said in:

(1) John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you; that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples; if you have love for one another.”

And we are warned of the great dangers to this loving unity which can result from any intimate involvement with those who are Christian in name only, and have never experienced Calvary; never died with Christ; have never been raised to a new life in and with him, because they have never fully believed the Word of God. We read in;

(2) 2Cor 6:14-16 “Do not be mismated with unbelievers; for what partnership has righteousness with iniquity? What fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? What has a believer in common with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols?”

(3) 1Cor 5:11 “I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother, if he is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber; not to even eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those who are inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. So, “Drive out the wicked person from among you.”

Remember, whatever God requires of us, the Holy Spirit will teach and empower us to do:

(4) John 16:13-14 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth; he will not speak of his own authority, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things which are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine, and declare it to you.
(5) John 14:26 “The Councilor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
We are told why he does this revealing in;
(6) Matt 11:27 “All things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; and no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son choose to reveal him.”

But the Spirit of Christ will only do this when we totally trust in him and rely on him, not on our own abilities:

(7) Pro 3:5-7 “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.”

Again we need to ask ourselves the questions posed in;

(8) Is 50:10 “Who among you fears the Lord, and obeys the voice of his servant? Who walks in darkness, and has no light, yet, trusts in the name of the Lord, and relies upon his God?”
Remember, he knows everything about us as individuals; just as Job came to realise in:

(9) Job 23:10 “He knows the way that I take; and when he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold.”
(10) 1Chron 28:9 “Know the God of your fathers, and serve him with a whole heart, and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands every thought and plan. If you seek him, you will be found by him; but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever.”
(11) John 2:25 “Jesus knew all men, and needed no one to bear witness of man, for he himself knew what was in man.”

We need to take hold of, and appropriate for ourselves, the truth of;
(12) Ps 145:14 “The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down.”
(13) Ps 37:24 “Though a man fall, he will not be cast down, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.”

And the Lord does this upholding by his Spirit within us, and let us not forget that he does not give his teaching, guiding, correcting Spirit by measure, so we can have complete confidence in him:

(14) John 3:34 “It is not by measure that he gives his Spirit.”

He also gives his Spirit so that he may confirm in us the words of;

(15) Eph 3:19 “That we may know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, and that we may be filled with the fullness of God.”

And so we can be just as Jesus himself was;

(16) Col 1:19 “In Christ Jesus, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”

The Spirit alone brings the absolute truth and completeness of the Word to us:

(17) John 14:26 “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”

And he will always do this according to God’s truth – his word;

(18) John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; your Word is truth.”

The Spirit leads us into all truth, so that we may hear the voice of God in Christ Jesus;

(19) Heb 1:1-3 “In many and various ways God spoke of old to the fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he has appointed the heir of all things, through whom he also created the world. He reflects the glory of God, and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power.”

Make no mistake about it; it is only when we allow the Spirit to lead us into all the truth of the Word that we will be in a position to know, with certainty, who are genuine believers in God’s truth, and who are nominal and false.
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But to get to that point we must first realise that, of ourselves, we can have no enlightened understanding of, and no appetite or real desire for the Word, and can never come to really know the truth of:
(1) Jer 15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became for me a joy, and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, Lord God Almighty.”

For if we do not know the joy and delight which the Word alone can bring us, then we will never be able to say with the Psalmist in;

(2) Ps 119:97-105 “O how I love your law! It is my meditation all day. 

    Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemy, for it is ever with me. 

    I have more understanding than all of my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditations. 

    I understand more than the aged, for I keep your precepts. 

    I hold back my foot from every evil way, in order to keep your Word. 

    I do not turn aside from your ordinances, for you have taught me. 

    How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

    Through your precepts I get understanding therefore I hate every false way. 

    Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”

Now the law of the Lord is love, but without this love of the Word, any love of the brethren is, at best, just human, and is really only for those we are most comfortable with, and who agree with us on our doctrine.

Unless we come to know, and understand the word’s bitterness and sweetness, we will never be able to appreciate that same bitter-sweetness of the relationship we must have with the brethren; the sweetness of encouragement; the bitterness of disappointment; both of which are part and parcel of life as a child of God:

(3) Ezek 3:3 The Lord said, “Son of man. Eat this scroll that I give you, and fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.”

(4) Rev 10:8-10 The voice which I had heard from heaven spoke to me again saying, “Go, take the scroll which is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea, and on the land. So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey to your mouth. And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach was made bitter.” 

The Word can be so very sweet to us when we first read it. It can bring so much joy and peace both with God and with ourselves. But as we go on to live that Word; as it really becomes part of us; then, like any good medicine, it can be very hard to take, and bitter.
Another side affect of failure to truly appreciate the bitter-sweetness of our God’s Word, is that true repentance escapes us, and all we know is the pain of;
(5) Ps 32:3-4 “When I did not declare my sin, my body wasted away with my groaning all day long. Day and night your hand was heavy upon me, and my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.”

And we can never truly arrive at the reality of;

(6) Ps 32:5 “Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not try to hide it any more. I said, “I will confess my sin to the Lord;” then you forgave my guilt.”
It is vital that we arrive at that place, because true repentance must be ours, before the Spirit, who is the Lord, will come to our aid.

(7) Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptised, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

It is important to remember that the desire of the Spirit is to baptise us with his fire, and it is that fire which brings the written Word to life, thereby liberating us to share it with others, in his power. And that is surely true love of the brethren:
(8) 2Cor 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  {Liberty and power to love one another as God himself loves us}
(9) Luke 3:16 John said, “I baptise you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie, he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.”

(10) Acts 2:3-4 “There appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributing, and resting on each one of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

I do not know if you will agree here, but for me personally, this baptism of fire is a total immersion in, and a filling with, the love of God for the whole world, but especially the brethren.

We must be continually on guard so as not to lose the fire of our first love. Remember Jesus’ words in:

(11) Rev 2:4 “I have this against you that you have abandoned the love which you had at first.”

But I wonder; which of the groups below are we really like?

(12) Micah 4:5 “For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.”

A very important question; have we, in our hearts, really got God’s passionate love for those of the brethren who have lost their way, for whatever reason?

(13) Ecc 3:15 “That which is has already been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has been driven away.”

(14) Jer 50:6 “My people have been lost sheep. Their shepherds have led them astray, turning them away on the mountains; from mountain to hill they have gone, and have forgotten their fold.”

Of course for us to have this passion, we first need true wisdom, which only the Spirit of God’s Word can give us:

(15) Jas 3:17 “The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity.”

(16) 1Cor 3:18-20 “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone thinks he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of the world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness.” And again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”

We must make full usage of what we have been given by God’s Spirit for building up the body of Christ. Remember;

(17) 1Cor 12:7 “To each is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

And for us to do this most effectively, we must earnestly seek the higher gifts as we are told in;

(18) 1Cor 12:31 “Earnestly seek the higher gifts.”

And this must be always for the purpose of building up our brothers and sisters in Christ:
(19) Eph 4:11-12 “His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ”.

And we must also earnestly seek these empowering gifts so that conviction may come to those who are nominal, and therefore really unbelieving;

(20) 1Cor 14:23-25 “When the whole church assembles and all speak in tongues, and outsiders and unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad? But if all prophesy, and an unbelievers or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all. The secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God, and declare that God is really among you.”

(21) 1Cor 14:39-40 “So my brethren, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues, but all things should be done decently and in order.”

(22) 1Cor 14:1 “Make love your aim, and earnestly seek the higher gifts, especially that you may prophesy.”

So, the bottom line is this; unless we have the empowering tools which are provided by the Holy Spirit, we will be unable to accurately distinguish between true and false or nominal brethren. And that is a very sorry and dangerous state to be in!
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If we do not have these empowering tools which are provided by the Holy Spirit then our own not so noble purposes will run rampant:

(1) 1Cor 14:24-25 “If all prophesy, and an outsider or unbeliever enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God, and declare that God is really among you.”

For it is only when we have this empowerment that we can see the real thoughts and intentions of our own hearts:

(2) Heb 4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.”

We also need these tolls if we are to excel in building up the body:

(3) 1Cor 14:12 “Since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.”

We need to trust the Spirit of the Word to guide us through the maze of plans and ideas which are around today:

(4) John 7:17 “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will he shall know if the teaching is from God, or if I am speaking on my own authority.”

(5) John 10:3-5 “The gate keeper opens to the Good Shepherd; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. And when he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voices of strangers.”

(6) John 10:27-30 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. And I will give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one shall snatch them out of my Father’s hand.

(7) Eph 5:6 “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for it is on account of these things that the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”

We must have him guiding and leading us into all his truth:

(8) John 14:26 “The Councilor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have taught you.”

Without the Spirit of truth, even the written Word is just confusion to us:

(9) 1Cor 2:14 “The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

Only the spiritual man understands all the things, or gifts, of God:

(10) 1Cor 2:12-13 “Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truth to those who possess the Spirit.”

(11) 1Cor 2:15-16 “The spiritual man judges all things, but he himself is to be judged by no one.”

{Because God’s nature, his anointing, is in him}
(12) Rom 8:14-17 “All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God, for you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back again into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship, when we cry, “Abba, Abba, it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our Spirit that we are children of God.”

(13) 1John 2:27 “The anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need to have anyone teach you, or his anointing teaches you about all things, and what he teaches is true, and is not a lie; just as he has taught you, abide in him.”
God’s ways and thoughts are far above ours, and we can so easily be confused by all the teachings and teachers which abound today.
(14) Is 55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways, my ways, says the Lord; for as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my thoughts higher than your thoughts, and my ways higher than yours.”

So it is vital for us to seek the gift of discernment of spirits:

(15) 1Cor 12:10 “To one is given the ability to distinguish between spirits, -- to another the interpretation of tongues.

(16) 1John 4:1 “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are of God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

Spiritual truths are only understood by those who possess the Spirit.

(17) 1Cor 2:13 “We impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.”
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The Spirit distributes his gifts, including wisdom, according to God’s will:

(1) Heb 2:1-4 “We must pay closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift from it; for if the message declared by angels was valid, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and was attested to us by those who heard him, while God also bore witness with signs and wonders and various miracles, and with gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his own will.”

God’s love in us puts the interest of others before our own:

(2) Rom 5:5 “Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which he has given us.”

(3) Ex 32:31-32 “Moses returned to the Lord and said, “This people have sinned a great sin, they have made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if you will, forgive their sin; and if not, blot me out of your book which you have written.”

(4) 1Chron 21:17 David said to God, “Was it not I who gave command to number the people? It is I who have sinned and done very wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Let your hand Lord God be against me and against my father’s house; but do not let the plague be upon your people.”

(5) 2Cor 12:15 Paul said, “I will most gladly spend, and be spent for your souls.”

The children of God humble themselves before him, as Jesus did:

(6) Phil 2:5-8 “Have this mind among you, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.”

(7) 1Pet 5:6 “Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you.”

And they also humble themselves before God’s people, always acknowledging their failures, especially to non-christians:

(8) 1Pet 5:5 “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

We must have the same humble attitude of heart as Jesus did; otherwise we do not have his Spirit dwelling in us;

(9) Rom 8:14-17 “All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God, for you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back again into fear, but you have received the spirit of sonship, when we cry, “Abba, Abba, it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”

(10) Phil 2:3 “Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves.”

And without this humble attitude we will not be able to care for all our brothers and sisters, as our Father does, especially the weak and hurting:

(11) John 10:9-16 Jesus said, “I am the door, if anyone enters by me he shall be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief came only to steal and kill and destroy, but I am come that you may have life, and have it abundantly. I am the good Shepherd, and the good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and fees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hireling, and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own, and my own know me, as the Father knows me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will head my voice, and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 

(12) Rom 5:5 “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Remember;
(13) Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit.”

(14) Is 58:10-11 “If you pour yourselves out for the hungry, and satisfy the desires of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness, and your gloom shall be as noonday. And the Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your desire with good things, and make your bones strong; and you will be like a watered garden, like a spring whose waters do not fail.”

We will also not be able to have a heart willing to lay down our lives for the brethren:

(15) 1John 3:16 “By this we know love that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”

But if we truly are filled with the Spirit, then we will be able to have a heart which claims nothing as our own:

(16) Acts 4:32 “The company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things he possessed were his own, but they had everything in common.”

(17) Phil 4:13 “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”

And we will spend our time making intercession for all the saints:

(18) Eph 6:18 “Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making intercession for all the saints.”
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There was an old saying around when I was young; “Tell me your company and I’ll tell you what you are”, and we read in;
(1) 1Cor 15:33 “Do not be deceived, “Bad company ruins good morals.”

There can be no intimate mixing or fellowship with nominal Christians:

(2) Ex 23:27-33 (v27) “I will send my terror before you, and you will throw into confusion all the peoples against whom you will come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. -- (v30) Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you are increased and possess the land. -- (v32) You shall make no covenant with them, or with their gods. They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

(3) 2Cor 6:14-18 “Do not be mismated with unbelievers; for what partnership has righteousness with iniquity? What fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? What has a believer in common with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols?”

Their god is not like the God we know and acknowledge.  He is unlike any other god, for he is holy, complete and perfect in all his ways, and expects the same of us:

(4) Deut 32:31 “Their rock is not as our Rock, even our enemies themselves being judges.”

(5) Ex 8:8-10 “Pharaoh said to Moses and Aaron, “Entreat the Lord to take away the frogs --, and I will let you go to serve the Lord.” Moses said, “Command me when I am to entreat --,” And he said, “Tomorrow.” And Moses said, “Let it be so, that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God.”    
(5a) 1Peter 1:16 “It is written, “You shall be holy for I am holy.”

Neither can our physical appetites control us, which can so easily happen in this world of junk foods and drinks; else they will become our god:

(6) Phil 3:18-19 “Many, of whom I have often told you, and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction. Their god is their belly. They glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things.”

Instead we must seek the things of heaven, as revealed in the word of God:

(7) Col 3:2-4 “Set your minds on the things which are above; not on the things of earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God, and when Christ, who is your life, appears, you also will appear with him in glory.”

(8) 2Tim 4:3-4 “The time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and they will turn away from listening to the truth, and wander into myths.”

(9) Heb 2:1-4 “We must pay closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift from it; for if the message declared by angels was valid, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and was attested to us by those who heard him, while God also bore witness with signs and wonders and various miracles, and with gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his own will.”

(10) Col 2:20-23 “If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the universe, why do you still live as though you belonged to the world? Why do you submit to regulations, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch,” (referring to things that will perish as they are used), according to human precepts and doctrines? While these have an appearance of wisdom in promoting rigor of devotion, self-abasement, and severity to the body, they are of no value in checking the indulgence of the flesh.”

(11) Matt 15:9 “They worship me in vain, teaching as my doctrines what are the precepts of men.”

There cannot be any mixing with false brethren, for to go back to being intimately involved with them in any way, whether it be through marriage, business or fellowship, is deadly dangerous.  The Word says we must not even eat with them:

(12) 1Cor 5:11 “I wrote to you not to associate with one who has the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard or robber; not even to eat with such a one.”

(13) Ezra 4:1-4 “When the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel, they approached Zarubbable and said, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we have been worshiping him ever since the day we were brought here.” But Zarubbable said, “You have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build to the Lord --.”

There can be no acceptance of human values which are contrary to the Word:

(14) Rom 1:20-23 “Ever since the creation of the world his invisibly nature, that is his eternal power and deity, have been clearly seen in the things which are created, so man is without excuse. Although they knew God, they did not honor him as God, or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images --.”

(15) Jer 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can understand it?”

Our choice is either glorious freedom, or religious practices, never both, never a mixture:

(16) Rom 8:21 “The creation itself will be set free form its bondage to decay, and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.”

Mixed marriages are forbidden by God for his children:

(17) 2Cor 6:14 “Do not be mismated with unbelievers.”

Because then we would become unclean again, and nothing unclean can enter his kingdom:

(18) Rev 21:27 “Nothing unclean shall enter the New Jerusalem, nor anyone who practices abominations or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

(19) Is 64:6 “We have all become as one unclean, and all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags. We fade like a life, and our sins, like the wind, carry us away.”
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God is faithful to his Word, in spite of our unfaithfulness to him:

(1) 2Tim 2:13 “If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot be unfaithful to himself.”

And if we will take it into our hearts that Word will light a fire in us:

(2) Jer 20:9 If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name, there is in my heart as it were, a burning fire, shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.”

(3) Jer 23:29 “Is not my Word like a fire, says the Lord, like a hammer which breaks the rock in peaces?”

It cleanses us of the pollutions of man’s teachings, and the world’s values:

(4) John 15:3 “You are already made clean by the words which I have spoken to you.”

And it delivers us from the snares and traps of the fowler; the devil; and from the deceit of our own natural heart, i.e. our old nature:
(5) Ps 91:3 “He will deliver you from the snare of the fowler, and from the deadly pestilence.”

(6) Gen 8:21 The Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the imagination of man’s heart is evil, right from his youth.”

We must constantly distance ourselves from the deceitful thinking of the old nature:

(7) Eph 4:22 “Put off the old nature which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lusts.”

And we must cleanse ourselves daily in the waters of the Word:

(8) Eph 5:25-26 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

Remember, we have been ransomed from those futile ways inherited from our natural parents:

(9) 1Pet 1:18 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”

And we must always remember that our old nature, the flesh, no matter how good it may seem at times, is deceitful and wicked before our God.  So much so, that Jesus had to die to set us free from its power:

(10) 1Pet 2:11 “I beseech you, as aliens and exiles, to abstain from the passions of the flesh which wage war against your souls.”

To go back to that way of living will lead to disaster:

(11) 2Pet 2:22 “It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “The dog turns back to his own vomit, and the sow is washed only to return again to the mire.”

Instead, we must spend our time encouraging those who are weak in the faith:

(12) Rom 14:1-4 “Welcome the man who is weak in the faith, but not for disputes over opinions. -- (v4) Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls! And he will be upheld, for his Master is able to make him stand.”

(13) 1Cor 9:22 Paul said, “To the weak I have become weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men that I might, by all means, win some.”

(14) 2Cor 11:29 “For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment to himself.”

We need to seek out and find lonely brethren, spending time; real time; with them so as to strengthen them in the Lord’s Word:

(15) Ecc 4:9-12 “Two are better than one, for they have a good reward for their toil. If they fall, one will lift up the other, but woe to him who is alone when he falls, and does not have another to lift him up.”

(16) Jude V.20 “Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit.”

(17) Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, Satan has demanded to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail, and when you turn again, strengthen your brethren.”

(18) Heb 12:12-13 “Lift your drooping hands, and strengthen your weak knees, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.”

Sect 7

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRISTIANS:

TRUE & NOMINAL

We must be about our Father’s business, seeking out the suffering and comforting them:

(1) Luke 2:49 (KJV, NKJV & AMP) Jesus said to Mary and Joseph, “How is it that you sought me? Do you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?”

(2) 2Cor 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the same comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God

(3) Phil 3:8-12 “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ, and to be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith, that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may attain to the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have already attained this, or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.”

(4) Rom 3:22-25 “There is no distinction, since we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, we are justified by his grace, as a gift, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as an expiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he has passed over former sins.”

We are required to give ourselves completely; everything we are and have; for the good of the brethren:

(5) John 3:16 “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

(6) 1John 3:16 “By this we know love that he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.”

(7) 2Cor 12:15 Paul said, “I will most gladly spend, and be spent for your souls.”

We are required to respect the God-given rights of others, especially those seen as the least important, by man’s values:

(8) Matt 25:40 The King will answer, “Truly, as often as you did it to one of the least of my brethren, you did it to me.”

(9) Matt 25:45 The King said, “As often as you failed to do it for one of these, you failed to do it for me.” (Jas.2:1-10)
Finally, fear a Holy God who has spoken and whose word does not change:

(11) Ps 119:89 “Lord, your Word is for ever firmly fixed in the heavens.”

(12) Heb 13:8 “Jesus Christ; the same yesterday, today, and for ever.”

We need to always be careful to use love and gentleness as a pair of soft gloves to handle the fragile:

(13) Matt 12:20 “He will not break a bruised reed, nor quench a smoldering wick, till he brings justice to victory, and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

And we must deal severely and decisively, but gently, with nominal Christians: Who knows what the balm of love can accomplish: Look at what God’s love has accomplished in our own lives!

(14) Col 3:16 “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly, teach and admonish one another in all wisdom, and sing psalms and spiritual sings, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”

(15) 1Thess 5:14 “We exhort you brethren, admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all.”

Walk in the Spirit of the Word, not just the letter!

(16) 2Cor 3:4-6 “Such is the confidence we have through Christ towards God. Not that we are competent, of ourselves, to claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not in a written code, but in the Spirit; for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

CHRISTIAN TRACT OUTREACH, 

C/o Danny & Terri Maher, P.O. Box 9059, 

Wynnum Plaza, Qld.4178, Australia, 

Ph. 07 3396 1630 

Email: danny@christiantractoutreach.com  

www.ChristianTractOutreach.com  
PAGE  
11

